
Minutes 
Stated Meeting of the Session  

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
342 Meeting Street 

Charleston, S.C. 29403 
 

January 16, 2018 
 
 Moderator: Rev. Cress Darwin   Place: Conference Room 
 Clerk of Session: Marion Mitchell     Time: 5:30 p.m. 
   

Elders Present: Sue Henderson Debra Gammons Dave Jackson 
 Brad Milner A. J. Manett Sarah Morton 
 Marion Mitchell Aled Pritchard Tina Smith 
    
Elders Excused:       Laura Ott Nathaniel Walker  
Elders Absent:   Jerald Hucks   

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The meeting was called to order at 5:45 p.m. by the moderator. A quorum (moderator plus 4 
elders) was declared (9 elders present + 2 excused + 1 absent + 0 vacancies = 12).   
 
DEVOTION:   
The moderator read from Mark 1:14-15 and commented on the “fishers of men” experience.  He 
had a prayer to open the meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 
The submitted agenda was approved on a motion by Sue Henderson and a second. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
It was voted to approve on a motion by Marion Mitchell and a second to amend the Minutes of the 
November 14, 2017 Stated Meeting of the Session to remove Cassandra Hutchens and Michael 
Partain from getting a letter of potential dismissal. 
It was voted to approve on a motion by Marion Mitchell and a second the Minutes	as	submitted	of	
the	December	12,	2017	Stated	Meeting	of	the	Session. 

 
BOOK OF ORDER PROCEDURAL ITEMS:  
a. Worship-Communion was served to 75 people at Chapel and at Sanctuary Worship on January 

7, 2018. 
b. The January Stated Session Meeting day move to Tuesday, the 16th of January, Ra’Shon 

Wilson to preach Sunday, January 7, at both services, and Bert Keller to be communion 
officiator in the Chapel at 9:30 a.m. on January 7 and Deane Kemper to be communion 
officiator in the Sanctuary at 11:15 a.m. were approved by email voting on January 3 and 4, 
2018. 

c. The Reverend Tom Richie was approved to be our guest minister for both 9:30 a.m. and 11:15 
a.m. worship services, Sunday, January 14, 2018 by email voting on January 9 and 10, 2018. 

d. It was voted to approve on a motion by Marion Mitchell and a second the observance of the 
Lord’s Supper in 2018 on the first Sunday of every month, Maundy Thursday, and Christmas 
Eve. 

e. It was voted to approve on a motion by Debra Gammons and a second Marion Mitchell to be 
the commissioner to the Charleston Atlantic Presbytery Winter Stated Meeting to be held 
Saturday, February 24, 9:30a.m. at Hebron Zion Presbyterian Church, 2915 Bohicket Rd., Johns 
Island. 

f. The moderator called a Special Meeting of Session for January 28, 2018 at 12:30 p.m. to 
approve the Change in the Terms of Call of Rev. Cress Darwin and to approve the Statistical 
Report for 2017. 

g. It was voted to approve on a motion by A. J. Manett and a second to call a Special Meeting of 
the Congregation for Sunday, February 4, at 11:05 a.m. in the Sanctuary to receive and 
approve changes in the Terms of Call of the pastor. 

h. It was voted to approve on a motion by Marion Mitchell and a second to approve the following 
name be deleted from the active members roll of the church and a certificate of transfer be 
issued: 



Name Status Transfer To 
Shannon Leigh Graf Active Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church, Dallas, Tex. 

i. It was voted to approve on a motion by Marion Mitchell and a second the following admissions to 
baptism:  on January 28, 2018 in the 11:15 a.m. Sanctuary worship service 

Name Birth Date Parent Membership 
Lynnlee Olivia Jaffe February 27,2017 Both are members 

and on February 11, 2018 in the 11:15 a.m. Sanctuary worship service 
Name Birth Date Parent Membership 
Robert Benjamin Curran November 16, 2017 Both are members 

 
TEAM REPORTS: 
a. Christian Education- Sue Henderson 
 The Wednesday night suppers and programs are starting for 2018 this week, tomorrow.   
 The moderator announced for Ash Wednesday, the 14th, a service at 7 p.m., a renewal of 

baptismal vows with a simple meal at 6 p.m.   March 10th is the church wide oyster roast.  A 
report on the visit to Jim Lichty was made along with an update of his status.  A. J. Manett 
shared that Anne and Rob Bartlett have offered to come and lead a discussion study with us 
that they have done with adoptive parents at Seacoast on a book, What LIES Between Us, by 
Lucretia Carter Berry on racial healing.   

b.    Finance- Debra Gammons 
 The year end Balance Sheet and the Profit and Loss Statement have been sent out.  A 

question was asked why the giving to Charleston Atlantic Presbytery was only half what was 
budgeted.  Answer: We do not have the funds unless we draw down from the Thiele Fund.  It 
was voted to approve on a motion by Sue Henderson and a second the 2017 intent commitment 
to Charleston Atlantic Presbytery balance of $6,000 be completely paid by the end of the first 
quarter 2018.  The Finance Team has issued some guidelines on the Wednesday night 
suppers.  The Session will act on the proposed budget in February after the Finance Team has 
given their input to it.  The moderator asked that we do something on Fat Tuesday.   

c. Missions- Marion Mitchell 
  A grateful letter of thanks from Thornwell Home for our special offering gift of $821 was 

shared.  An additional $100 gift was received in December. 
It was voted to approve on a motion by Marion Mitchell and a second the 2018 Special Offering 
Collections: 
One	Great	Hour	of	Sharing	-	April	1,	Easter	Sunday	(PC (USA)) 
Missions - April 22 (Second Pres) 
Presbyterian	Communities	of	SC - May 13, Mother's Day (Second Pres and CAP) 
Pentecost – May 20, Pentecost Sunday (PC (USA)) 
Hands of Christ - June 17, Father’s Day (Second Pres and CAP) 
Peace	and	Global	Witness - October 7, World Communion Sunday (PC (USA)) 
Thornwell	Home	for	Children - November 18, Sunday before Thanksgiving (Second Pres) 
Christmas	Joy - December 23, Sunday before Christmas (PC (USA)) 

It was voted to approve on a motion by Marion Mitchell and a second the use of the sanctuary, 
chapel, fellowship hall, kitchen, and nursery for the Hands of Christ distribution on Monday and 
Tuesday, August 13-14, 2018, 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

d. Hospitality 
The moderator asked for approval of a Fat Tuesday meal.  The consensus was a meal two 
nights in a row was too much.  It was voted to approve on a motion by A. J. Manett and a 
second a pancake supper on Shrove Tuesday, February 13, at 5:30 p.m. and no Wednesday 
night supper on February 14 and the February Stated Session Meeting be moved to February 
20.   

e. Property- Brad Milner 
Landscaping and grounds care are over budget.  The moderator requested Brad to speak to 
the treasurer to use moneys from the Graveyard Fund to supplement the budget funds for the 
grounds maintenance.  Appreciation should be expressed to Rob McCready for all the time 
and skills he brings to our building and grounds maintenance.  The moderator gave an update 
on the buildings’ study by VBS and the associated cost numbers by Palmetto Craftsmen.  We 
will have to undertake the recommended work by pieces because we cannot undertake a large 
capital campaign at this time.  Several other areas (education building west side windows, 
mold, steeple louvers) requiring maintenance attention outside of this study were also 
mentioned as things we can do ourselves. 



 A recommendation to add a cancelation fee schedule to the Wedding Policy is to be 
brought back in February. 
A recommendation to handle the request of Nancy Weatherly Rentkiewicz to sell her 
graveyard plot, Lot 10 Square V, back to the church or to another party is to be 
brought back in February.  
The moderator said the columbarium needs to be advertised in a pamphlet and on the web 
site.  David Engel is coming tomorrow to look at available space to lease. 

f. Worship and Music- Sarah Morton, Tina Smith   
 The Elder of the Month Manual is being updated.  Liturgists and ushers needed for the 11:15 

a.m. service. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a.   Co-Elders of the Month January 2018: Laura Ott and Tina Smith 
b.   Elder of the Month February 2018: Sue Henderson 
  
NEW BUSINESS:  
The retreat will not be in January.  Laura Ott has been asked to work with the Session to find some 
place where we might meet in February.  The moderator said we need to talk about our safety plan, 
the two services and their timing, stewardship, capital finances. 
 
MODERATOR’S CLOSING REMARKS: 
Thanks were expressed for the loving concern and the fruit gift box.  As we learn about 
stewardship and sacrificial giving, we need to be aware what it takes to maintain a church like we 
have.  We have to be prayerful of what we cut  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The meeting was adjourned, by consensus, at 7:23 p.m. and was closed with prayer by all around.   
 
Approved by Session  February 20, 2018   _          ____________________________ 
 Marion Mitchell, Clerk of Session 
End of January 16, 2018 Minutes 
 
 


