
 
Minutes 

Stated Meeting of the Session As Amended 
SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

342 Meeting Street 
Charleston, S.C. 29403 

 
November 14, 2017 

 
 Moderator: Rev. Cress Darwin   Place: Conference Room 
 Clerk of Session: Marion Mitchell     Time: 5:30 p.m. 
   

Elders Present: Sue Henderson Debra Gammons Sarah Morton 
 Brad Milner Jerald Hucks Tina Smith 
 Marion Mitchell A. J. Manett Nathaniel Walker 
  Aled Pritchard  
Elders Excused:  Laura Ott   
Elders Absent: Dave Jackson   

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The meeting was called to order at 5:36 p.m. by the moderator. A quorum (moderator plus 4 
elders) was declared (10 elders present + 1 excused + 1 absent + 0 vacancies = 12).   
 
DEVOTION:   
The Moderator read a devotional from Credo by William Sloan Coffin and had a prayer to open the 
meeting.   
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 
The submitted agenda was amended and approved on a motion by Marion Mitchell and a second. 

 
SPECIAL ORDER: 
Colin Kerr gave a status report of The Journey, his roles at Second Presbyterian, and his 
anticipated timeline to leave campus ministry and to start a new church development on the upper 
peninsular. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
It was voted to approve on a motion by Marion Mitchell and a second:    

Minutes	of	the	October 10, 2017 Stated	Meeting	of	the	Session	as	submitted. 
It was voted to approve on a motion by Marion Mitchell and a second:    

Minutes	of	the	November 5, 2017 Special	Meeting	of	the	Session	as	submitted	in	rev.	2	and	as	
amended.	

It was voted to approve on a motion by Marion Mitchell and a second:    
1.  the SPC Information Form (CIF) be distributed to inquirers as soon as he/she makes known 

his/her intention to join a new member class. 
2.  the CIF be completed and turned in at the first meeting of the new member class. 
3.  the information in the first paragraph (the means of joining the membership) be confirmed 

at this time. 
4.  the CIF be distributed to the Session three days prior to the Session meeting in which the 

new members are received. 
5.  the new members are introduced to the Session using the wording in the first paragraph of 

the CIF. 
 

SPECIAL ORDER EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
It was voted at 6:04 p.m. to approve on a motion by Marion Mitchell and a second to move into 
executive session to approve the minutes of the November 5, 2017 Special Meeting of the Session 
in executive session. 
The Session came out of executive session at 6:18 p.m. on a motion by Sue Henderson and a 
second and a vote to approve. 



 
BOOK OF ORDER PROCEDURAL ITEMS:  
a. Worship-Communion was served to 110 people at Sanctuary Worship on November 5, 2017. 
b.   The following marriages are registered: 

Names Wedding Date Officiated By 
Mallory Severs and Kristian Perks October 14, 2017   Cress Darwin 
Stephanie Thomas and Kevin Shanley October 21, 2017   Cress Darwin 

c. The following baptism is registered: 
    Name Baptism Date  

Barnes Lewis Plotner  October 22, 2017 
d. The request by the wedding party of November 18, 2017 to have Rev. Dr. George Madison 

authorized as the wedding officiating minister in the November 18, 2017 wedding of Holly 
Elizabeth Olsen and Matthew Potter in the sanctuary, and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
authorized and administered by the Rev. Dr.  Madison and served by Dr. Madison, Dr. 
Madison’s wife, and the bride and groom were approved by email voting on October 25 and 
26, 2017. 

e. It was voted to approve on a motion by Marion Mitchell and a second the following names be 
deleted from the active members roll of the church at their request and a certificate of transfer 
be issued:   
               Names                                   Status              Transfer To 

James and Ellen Moore Active     Pickens Presbyterian Church, Pickens, S. C. 
f. It was voted to approve on a motion by Aled Pritchard and a second the following names be 

deleted from the rolls of the church pending their response to the letter from the Clerk, due to 
his/her inactivity and also pending a check of their financial commitment by the treasurer: 

Rob and Anne Bartlett Caitlin Binda Bomar Shateara Hall 
Sarah Hartman Hal and Jean Howard Myra Howe 
Cassandra Hutchens Joy Kirven Ani Lees 
Donald McLaurin Michael Partain Jordan Peeler 
Nathan Senn   

g. It was voted to approve on a motion by Debra Gammons and a second the Rev. Bert Keller for 
the communion officiant on December 3, 2017. 

h. It was voted to approve on a motion by Sue Henderson and a second Tina Smith as 
Commissioner for the Charleston Atlantic Presbytery Fall Stated Meeting to be held Tuesday, 
December 12, 9:30am – 2:00pm, at Palmetto Presbyterian Church, 1720 Carolina Park 
Boulevard, Mount Pleasant, S.C.  

 
TEAM REPORTS: 
a. Education- Sue Henderson 

The big event this month is the church wide Advent Workshop on Wednesday evening, 
November 29 in conjunction with Wednesday night supper.  A family worship service with the 
Christmas pageant will be on December 17 at 5:00 p.m.  Nathan brought up the question of 
the hardness and fastness of the rule regarding first-graders and their presence in sanctuary 
for the entire Sunday Morning service.  Sue said the Sunday school was flexible to have older 
children during the worship hour if the parents are finding it difficult to keep the child in church.    

b. Finance- Debra Gammons 
The recommendation from the moderator that the staff assume responsibility for a portion of 
their health insurance cost going forward in the percentage of 5% was approved by email 
voting on October 11 and 12, 2017.  The moderator subsequently decided to defer this action. 
The report of the October weekly income, expenses, and attendance and Investment Funds 
Deductions has been distributed.  All budget proposals have been received, and these will be 
discussed with the Committee along with the list of persons to be removed from the 
membership rolls.  The 5% health insurance cost absorption by staff, discussed last year, will 
also be reviewed.  The rental of more parking spaces should be considered.  The sale or our 
use of the empty lot on John St. needs to be reviewed.  Rental of the upstairs Sunday school 
wing empty room should be looked into. 

c. Missions- Marion Mitchell 
The Thornwell Home offering will be received this Sunday.  . 

d. Property- Jerald Hucks 
Nathan Walker said the location of our large, valuable, antique Charleston engraving in the 
church session room is being destroyed by sunlight.  He has removed it from harm’s way, but 
a better permanent location needs to be found.   It was voted to approve on a motion by 



Nathaniel Walker and a second the request for the use of the sanctuary and the Education 
Building for the Illumination Project Prayer Service and breakfast on Tuesday, November 21, 
2017 at 9 a.m.  It was voted to approve on a motion by Marion Mitchell and a second the use                                                              
of the Fellowship Hall and the kitchen for the Journey Christmas Party on Saturday, December 
2, 2017 at 5 p.m. - 12 a.m.  It was voted to approve on a motion by Brad Milner and a second 
the use of the grounds and the Education Building for the Zion-Olivet PC oyster roast on 
Saturday, December 9, 2017 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Nancy Weatherly Rentkiewicz would like 
to sell her graveyard plot, Lot 10 Square V, back to the church.  The papers left by her have 
been given to Brad Milner to bring a recommendation to the December stated meeting. 

e. Worship-  
It was voted to approve on a motion by Debra Gammons and a second to have only one 
morning worship service on Christmas Eve, December 24, in the sanctuary at 11:15 a.m.  
There will be the 11:00 p.m. worship service on Christmas Eve, December 24.   

f. Miscellaneous- 
 The moderator is going to ask Peter Rupert to be an ad hoc personnel person.  Melvin is going 

to retire after December, and his function needs a replacement.  Jerald was asked to work with 
Peter on this. 
 

CONTINUING BUSINESS 
a.   Elder of the Month November 2017: Nathaniel Walker. 
b. Elder of the Month December 2017: Marion Mitchell on 3 and Brad Milner on 10 - 31, 2017. 
c. Wednesday night supper serving:  November 29 – Team A (Marion, Aled, Tina, Sarah),  

December 6 – Team B (Sue, AJ, Brad, Dave), December 13 – Team C (Laura, Jerald, Debra, 
Nathaniel) 

 
NEW BUSINESS:  
It was voted to approve on a motion by Marion Mitchell and a second the use of the sanctuary for 
the Hannon-Pearson wedding on Saturday, September 15, 2018 and for the Grant-Weeden 
wedding on Saturday, November 3, 2018.  It was voted to approve on a motion by Marion Mitchell 
and a second the use of two silver trays and two silver chalices for communion in the Olsen-Potter 
wedding in the sanctuary on Saturday, November 18, 2017.  Brad Milner gave a report of the 
recent Kindergarten Board meeting.  The moderator announced we are a little over two thirds of 
the way to our pledge goal.  Calls and letters are being planned as follow up.  A Safety Plan from 
St. Andrews’ PC was handed out as a sample to study and to discuss developing our plan in 
December.  A To-Do-List for November and December from Suzann was handed out for our use. 
 
MODERATOR’S CLOSING REMARKS 
Concerns and joys were shared. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
It was approved by consensus to adjourn at 7:35 p.m. after prayers by all and everyone joining 
together on the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Approved by Session     December 12, 2017    _         __________            ________________ 
 Marion Mitchell, Clerk of Session 
End of November 14, 2017 Minutes 
 
 
 


