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What We Believe 
 

Roots  - We affirm the central truths of historic Reformed and 

Biblical Christian faith, seeing ourselves in a long line of  

generations taking part in the endless conversation between  

God and people. We believe the Holy Scriptures to be the voices 

of many who have come before us, inspired by God to pass  

along their poems, stories, accounts, and letters 

of response and relationship with each other and the living God. 

To know where we are going, we have to know where we 

have been. 

 

Redemption - We trust that God wants to bring about a new humanity by redeeming every 

part of us. We embrace the salvation Jesus offers as the only hope for the healing of our 

relationships with God, each other, ourselves and creation. We believe that all of life is spiritual, 

and that all of our fears, failures, and brokenness can be restored and made whole. We value 

the process of our journeys because we want to be fully integrated people—with all our mind, 

body, soul, emotions and experiences offered together to God. 

 

Calling - We have great confidence that God will restore all of creation under the authority of 

Christ. We believe that every church has to ask the question: "How are we called to live out 

that future reality today?" We want to constantly explore, question, and wrestle with new and 

creative ways to live out and communicate the teachings of Jesus. Since we see ourselves as 

much called to new living as Abraham was when he was called out of the Babylonian city of 

Ur, change is expected and rebirth is welcomed. 

 

Community - We value the image of God in all people, everywhere. We believe that we were 

created to live deeply with one another; carrying each other's burdens, sharing our resources, 

praying for and confessing our sins to each other, suffering and celebrating together. It is in 

these honest, loving relationships that God transforms us, and truth of Christ’s promises 

becomes a reality. The way of Jesus cannot be lived alone. 

 

Serving - We believe that Jesus is God in human form, and that the church is God's ongoing 

presence in the world. Led by the Spirit of God, we are passionate about relieving suffering 

and fighting injustice by joining the God of the oppressed in living out the transforming 

message of the resurrected Jesus. Jesus calls his church to be a compelling force for good in 

the world, and we believe that the church is at its best when it serves, sacrifices and loves, 

caring about the things God cares about. We were created to live for something larger than 

ourselves. 

 

Celebrating - We take great joy in partnering with God to change the world, embracing the 

truth that all of life is sacred, hope is real and that tomorrow can be better than today. We 

celebrate the divine in the daily, pursue lives of hope, reflect gratitude, and renew ourselves in 

worship. God invites everyone everywhere into this way of life, and we believe it is the best 

possible way to live. 
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Message from Our Pastor 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

I was in my office with Nathan and Sally Walker the 

week before Palm Sunday. . Their son Elliot was 

cavorting (actually upside down in one of the easy 

chairs  –  here for just such a purpose). They had come 

to discuss joining the church. We chatted. 

 

Nathan had been a vocalist in a failed rock band (his description) and from Little 

Rock; Sally had a degree in history, was studying graphic design and was from 

Scotland. They met through friends in Nashville. Life has a way. Years later, ten years of 

marriage, two children, a Doctorate in Architectural History, they’re in Charleston, 

having found a church to which they wanted to belong. God has a way. We talked 

about the church, its Christocentricism, our work on the East Side, the 

intergenerational, diverse nature, the welcome and the spirit felt here and the 

challenges before us.  Nathan said this: 

 

"It is very lovely how, at this moment, when Second Presbyterian is continuing to 

increase and intensify its engagement with the surrounding community, the steps in 

front of Wragg Square, connecting this church to Meeting Street, are renovated and 

opened.  It is a grand gesture that literally manifests openness and accessibility, a 

meaningful refinement in the way that our church welcomes the city and hopefully will 

inform the way that the city views the church.” 

 

With the ‘opening’ of the park, what will people see? A beautiful 200 year old edifice 

in need of a face lift?  Perhaps, but they won’t experience the dynamic love of the 

God to whom we point each day unless we meet them at their point of need or 

delight and invite them, engage them, love them as we are loved. 

 

In the pages that follow you will find reports, updates, budgets, nominations, dreams 

and gratitude expressed for what God is doing in this place and for what is yet to be 

done. 

 

Please read carefully and joyfully. The hope is that you will catch a snapshot of the 

breadth of activities here at Second Church and perhaps be drawn into new or 

inspired to sustain avenues of study, service or fellowship. Perhaps you’ll recognize a 

missing ministry that is smack dab in the sweet spot of your passion! 

 

I want to express my gratitude to you, the lay leaders and to the session for faithfulness 

as God calls us into God’s new creation. 

- Rev. Cress Darwin 
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Life of the Church 
Church Activities Throughout the Year: Early morning kickboxing & power lifting; Young 

Professionals Fellowship Groups; Singles Group (for young and old); Young Families Group; 

Women’s Bible Study Groups; 2nd Presbyterian Men’s Society; Youth Fellowship Gatherings; 

Annual Oyster Roast; 2nd Edition Book Club; Seersucker & Fancy Hat Sunday; “Seconds 

Please” Tea Room; “Supper at 2nd” Wednesday Night Fellowship 
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Life of the Church (cont) 
 

Church & Community Partnerships: Charleston Area Justice Ministry; Charleston Bible 

Society; Easter Egg Hunt and Vacation Bible School with First Scots; 1st Wednesday 

Men’s Luncheon at St. Philips; Lowcountry Pastoral Counseling Center; Gospel Choir & 

Spiritual Ensemble;“Charleston Tells” Storytelling Festival; Community Worship Services 

at Thanksgiving and on Maundy Thursday; Crisis Ministries 
 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chapel –10 am Service 

The Chapel 10 am Service continues in a small but consistent trend of 

intergenerational growth. Attendance this year has ranged from 28 to 78. Perhaps 

most encouraging is the revitalization of a vibrant planning team after a number of 

team members moved away from Charleston. Additionally, service has been able to 

effectively manage the transition of two directors of chapel worship as it looks to 

reestablish its newest director of chapel worship. From the establishment of a 

hospitality table between to the two services for connecting with worshipers at the 

11:15 am service to the combined Easter service, the planning team in 10 am Service is 

excited about exploring smart strategies for connecting us as a whole congregation. 
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Missions Committee    

Committee members: Anne Bartlett, Sarah Hartman, Cathy Hinson, David McClure, 

Sarah Mitchell, David Savard, Patterson Smith, Kate Stanton, Kristin Wallace 

 

The Second Presbyterian Missions Committee consists of Sarah Hartman, Cathy Hinson, 

David McClure, Sarah Mitchell, David Savard, Patterson Smith, Kate Stanton and Kristin 

Wallace.  The committee’s work consists of doing God’s work beyond the walls of 

Second Presbyterian through support of local, national and global mission-focused 

organizations. 

 

The committee was blessed by the amazing success of the Seconds Please Team 

Room during the spring of 2015, allowing the team to increase its support of the Shaw 

Center, to begin support of the Sea Island Hunger Awareness Foundation and to 

sponsor a PCUSA missionary, Leisa Wagstaff of South Sudan.   

 

In addition, 2015 marked Second Presbyterian’s first Hands of Christ distribution, serving 

the children of downtown Charleston through the organization’s amazing ministry.  

Missions at Second continues to be challenged by the need for engagement of 

Second Church members in its activities.  It takes many hands—as well as funding—to 

make an impact.  We continue to need people to support the Shaw Center and to 

help with meals at the Citadel; and we’ll count on a terrific turnout both for the Tea 

Room and for Hands of Christ August 8 and 9, 2016.   

 

Hands of Christ was an incredible growing experience for Second last year, both as a 

collaborative effort among multiple churches—most importantly our partnership with 

Zion-Olivet and First (Scots)—and as a ministry to the community.  Through two days of 

service at the Church, we experienced many smiles and hugs as we distributed 

clothing, school supplies and Bibles to advance the Kingdom of God, one child at a 

time.  The committee flexed its cooking skills, providing Thanksgiving dinner to the 

Shaw Center and mastering the art of defrosting lasagna for a Citadel dinner.  We can 

only continue to do meals such as these if we get additional support to make them 

happen.  Keep us in mind—and in your prayers. 

 

Our hands and hearts are blessed by service.  Please join us in doing His work in our 

community and beyond. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

David Savard 
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Tea Room  

Committee members.  Erin Beam, Dolly Hamlin, Sarah Mitchell, Mia Maness, Kurt Taylor, 

Ruth Carr, Sue Henderson, Meredith Mosny and Cathy Hinson.   

 

The Committee is charged with the planning and preparation of the “Seconds Please” 

Tea Room, held annually during the Spoleto Festival in Charleston.  We work extremely 

hard to make this event a huge success each year, as our proceeds support the 

Missions programs of Second Church.  

 

Last year, 2015, we donated $8,000.00 to those programs.  Our funds for 2015 helped 

to increase our support of the Shaw Center, to support a new program on Johns 

Island, the Sea Island Hunger Awareness Foundation, and to help sponsor a missionary 

serving in the mission field in South Sudan. 

 

The “Seconds Please” Tea Room is a multi-generational event and is a great outreach 

program for Second Church.  Our hope is to involve as many of our members as 

possible in the joy we receive from serving others through food and fellowship.  Our 

hospitality is one of the simplest gifts we can share. 

 

It is with great joy that we continue this work at Second Church, to the Glory of God.  

We invite everyone to join us, to join hands and hearts in service to our Lord. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Cathy Hinson, Chair  
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Administration & Planning Committee 
Committee Members: 

Cress Darwin, Peter Rupert, Marion Mitchell, 

Patterson Smith, Claire Freeman & Nathan Senn 

 
We strive to be thoughtful, efficient, and proactive as the AP Committee. We have 

managed to disagree on certain issues without being disagreeable. Our purpose as 

members of our committee is not to have our ways as individuals, but to act 

according to our purpose in one accord to further God’s purpose for Second 

Presbyterian Church.  Our session retreat was a powerful and productive time. 

Our committee has its finger on the pulse of most other committees. We support and 

are grateful for all of the work of many of our church members, both session members 

and others who have served joyfully to encourage growth through our missions 

projects, Chapel service, Wednesday night activities, Kindergarten, Christian 

Education, Tea Room, music programs, stewardship and so much more.  

Our relationships are strong, as is our vision for the future of our worship community.   
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Finance Committee  
 

Committee Members: 

Peter Rupert, Patterson Smith, Mia Maness, Dingle Howe and Norman Hook 
 

The past year has presented a number of challenges for the finances of Second 

Presbyterian Church. 

First, the Church a major capital expense of replacing the air conditioning system in 

the Sanctuary. The Session decided to fund the expense from the Church’s Foundation 

Fund which represents memorial gifts made over many years. Fortunately, the Church 

had the funds to pay for the new system that cost over 83 thousand dollars. 

Second, during the aftermath of the shooting at our Church neighbor AME Emanuel 

last June, while the Church was hosting overflow attendance from memorial services, 

the Church suffered a lighting strike that damaged our security and computer systems 

as well as the system that operates the bells in the Church tower. Fortunately, all the 

repairs and replacement work was covered by the Church’s insurance with the 

exception of the $5 thousand deductible. 

Third, due to our enhanced concern for building security, we also purchased a system 

of security cameras to monitor activity outside and inside our buildings. 

In this past year, we hired a new accountant, Christy Hulsey, who has helped us 

integrate our financial data into our new computer system. 

The development of our new website also has helped the Church’s finances by 

making it simple to donate to the Church on-line and to pledge on-line. 

While we have developed new sources of revenue by leasing out spaces in our 

parking lots and increasing fees for the use of our fellowship hall, our giving has not 

increased during the past year. As a result, we continue to draw on the Thiele Fund to 

meet our Budget shortfall. 

 

For 2016, our Budget is $544K which is only $2K higher than 2015. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Peter Rupert, Church Treasurer 
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New Members 2015  

Anna Legare Albright       Ashley Beacham                     Kelly & Michael Bailey      

                                                                       

Adam Curran              Charles James                                    Kristin James  

                                                    

Kristen & Jordan LaSeta        Cathy & James Lipp    Kay & Jeff McGaha    

                                

 

Meg McElwaine          Dawn Mears                       Rob McLeod           

                                                                     

   

 Lucie & Chuck Medbery                       

                     



11 
 

 

Mathew Richert    Courtney & Jeff Plotner                         Catherine & Bill Read   

                            

Nick Roddey           Jessica Rodman                   Ralph Smith 

                            

Christopher & Maylin Taylor    Katherine & Shea Watts         Anna Claire Watson 

                                                                     

                            

Alisha Watson      Kristin Wallace         Zach Wallace 
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Music and Worship  
Committee Members: 
Nathan Senn, Chair; Jordan Peeler, Robbi Kenney, Peggy Hay,  Julia Harlow,  Virginia Street, Cress Darwin, 

Perrin Tribble, Erin and Pat Mellen, Tina Smith, Colin Kerr. 

 
 

5-Word Summary of Committee’s Work: 
 

 Glorification – We seek to have music and worship which glorifies God, and God 

alone, and which is done with appropriate excellence and care to reflect this chief goal. 

 Inspiration – We seek to inspire members of our congregation to engage in true 

worship, rather than just wrote participation, so that through our worship services each 

member is changed by the Holy Spirit. 

 Reformation – We seek to continually reform our practices so that rather than having a 

“this is how we’ve always done it” mentality – though many tried and true practices 

should be upheld  because they are good, reformed practices – we strive to examine 

ourselves and our offerings of worship so that they are pleasing to God. 

 Evangelism – We seek worship which contains a clear presentation of the Gospel each 

week – that God is holy and worthy of praise, that we have sinned and we are separated 

from God by our sin, that through Christ’s work on the cross we have been forgiven, and 

in response to God’s grace and mercy we seek to live as God calls us to live. 

 Sanctification – We seek worship which meets new converts and long-time members 

at their particular points of need, and leads them to spiritual maturity so that they may, in 

turn, lead others to Christ. 
 

  

Biggest Accomplishment 

Quarterly Meetings & The “Worship Worksheet” – Perhaps the biggest change which our 

committee has seen during the past year has been the institution of quarterly meetings so 

that we can discuss long-range plans for the elements of our worship services.  By 

breaking down each element of worship – Calls to Worship, hymns, special music, 

sacraments, etc. – we can plan what the themes of particular worship services will be, 

how the elements will reflect those themes, and who will be responsible for the planning 

and preparation of each.  In order to make these meetings more productive, we have 

begun to a use an online “Worship Worksheet” which lays out of each of these elements 

and is accessible via Internet by each committee member.  At our quarterly meetings, 

the worksheet allows us to plan the “big picture” items, and as the weeks of the quarter 

progress, members can fill in the details of their individual responsibilities so that when our 

Bulletins are being drafted there is a “one-stop shop” for every element of both of our 

services.  This coordination not only between Pastor, Musicians, and Lay leaders, but also 

between the Chapel and Sanctuary service leaders, means that our worship is better 

planned and more unified.  Our two services provide unique opportunities for all of us to 

worship God. 
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Congregational Growth 

Through the work of our committee during the past year, God has used us to grow 

leaders and reform worship.  Our new systems of organization have allowed individual 

members – many of them new members – to participate in the life of the 

congregation by being a leader in a limited but significant way.  Even if it is as simple 

as arranging for refreshments between services, God has raised up leaders who have 

shown great faithfulness in their duties and joy in serving God.   
 

Illustration of Blessing 

This year, during Advent, we “lit up the park” by raising a Christmas tree in front of the 

Sanctuary and celebrating Christ’s coming after the children’s Christmas pageant.     

God’s Blessings 

As the Chair of this committee, God has certainly blessed me through my work on this 

committee and the work of others.  In my responsibilities for worship each week, I am 

driven to study God’s Word, and prepare Worship Notes and prayers which point our 

members and visitors to Christ.  In doing this, I am confronted with my own need for 

Christ and this spiritual discipline has deepened my understanding of God and 

magnified my need for my Savior.  

 

I pray that each member would see the joy in serving God by participating in worship.   

 

Nathan Senn 
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Music and Worship  
Dr. Julia Harlow, Director of Music 

 
The Adult, Handbell and Junior Choirs  continue to contribute to the worship services at 

Second Presbyterian.  At Easter, 2015 the Adult Choir  presented movements from Handel’s 

Coronation Anthem #4, Let Thy Hand Be Strengthened.  At Christmas the choir presented 

movements of the Magnificat by Giovanni Pergolesi.  The choir sang in the service nearly 

every Sunday, and their repertoire continues to encompass music from the Renaissance 

through the 21st century.  We again had joint services with several area churches at Maundy 

Thursday and Thanksgiving.  We’ve added some new members to the Handbell and Adult 

Choirs. 

Handbell Choir played in the service approximately once a month.  The Junior Choir sang a 

few times during the year and we are working on increasing the size of the choir, including 

those in the 10:00 am service.  Claire Freeman’s help was much appreciated in coordinating 

and rehearsing the children’s music for the Christmas Pageant.  CSO Spiritual Ensemble or 

Gospel Choir sang in the service four times during the year.     

Guest violinists Yuhong Tu, Robbi Kenney, Gloria Lee, Micah Gangwer, Miyumi Smith, and 

Ashley Yoon all contributed to services.  Robbi Kenney, Jessica Minahan White, Virginia Street, 

and several C of C students led and contributed to music for the 9:00/10:00 am services.  

Allyson and Ken Carrington, harp and flute respectively, played several times. Nick Roddey 

played flute for Christmas Eve.  A brass ensemble played for Christmas Sunday. 

We look forward to completion of the carpet project and the subsequent improvement of the 

sanctuary’s acoustics. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Julia Harlow 

Director of Music 
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Assimilation Committee  
 

Committee Members: Tammi Evans, Jordan Peeler 
 

The Assimilation welcomes new members.  Our committee’s relatively small size can 

present certain difficulties, but we have managed to organize and execute new 

members receptions and an Every Member Has a Ministry event. 

 

While we are tempted to say the Every Member Has a Ministry tabling and refreshment 

event this past New Members Sunday, seeing new members involved and welcomed 

into our church family is by far the biggest joy and accomplishment of serving on the 

committee.  
 

As mentioned above, we have witnessed new and existing members alike becoming 

more involved in the life of the church, which is really our committee’s main goal. From 

people stepping up to lead classes on Wednesday nights to young adults finding a 

place in one of our small groups, we feel there has been an increased desire and 

willingness to be more fully engaged. There is growth happening at Second, and (after 

giving all due credit to the work of the Holy Spirit!) we are just happy to have been 

even a small part of it.  
 

We had discussed for some time organizing an Every Member Has a Ministry event, 

where we could provide information about the various committees at Second and 

give new and existing members alike the chance to learn more about how they might 

be more involved. We had the chance to do that a couple weeks ago when the most 

recent class of new members joined our church. Not only did we have several new 

members fill out cards indicating their interest in committees and willingness to serve, 

but so many existing members told us how glad they were to see the tables set up and 

to participate in the event. We intend to make this at least a quarterly event, timed 

around new members joining if not more often. We truly are a “Second Family,” and 

the ministry fair is an excellent way to show our community all the ways they can help 

advance God’s kingdom through this special place. 
 

It is such a privilege to be able to welcome new members into our church. In reading 

through new members information packets, one of the most common reasons people 

list for choosing to join Second is the warmth and welcome of our congregation. As 

the “front line” of that welcome—from organizing receptions at refreshment hour on 

New Members Sunday to shaking hands or answering questions about committees—

we are blessed to do our part to see that sense of hospitality and Christian welcome 

extended to all who enter our doors. Seeing the smiling faces of our congregation 

during the ministry fair (despite less than cooperative weather) just drove home that 

this is “what we get to do,” as Cress would say. We are so happy to serve our church in 

this particular way, and we look forward to all the other ways God may use this 

committee in the future! 

 

In Christ, Jordan Peeler 
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Second Presbyterian Kindergarten ("SPK") 

Second Presbyterian Preschool and Kindergarten Parents and Staff have been focusing on 

making our school known in the community.  The new logo was 

implemented last spring.  The McNulty family (through Patrick’s company, The Bourne 

Group) has provided new banners to identify our presence at Second Presbyterian 

Church and to announce enrollment opportunities.  However, “word of mouth” publicity 

continues to be our best marketing tool. 

 

The Parents’ Guild has invested fundraising efforts in improving the appearance of the 

kindergarten building and grounds.   

 

 The John Street side of the Education Building is sparkling after the Guild arranged 

for pressure washing.  The wooden train and little house were also cleaned and 

stained.  They also purchased and spread pine straw in beds in the back entrance 

to the school.  

 The grounds committee of the Parents’ Guild has organized two clean up days with 

great success.  

 Guild Funds have paid for mulch in the playground area and new interactive 

sound tubes.   

 Inside, The Guild purchased shelving for the children’s library that was moved from 

upstairs to the kindergarten level.  

 A parent arranged to have the city trim the oak trees on John Street.  

 The Guild has plans to repair the gates and fences on the playground.   

 Parents’ Guild funds pay for safe and effective mosquito and gnat control.  

  

 We have had group of Sigma Nu Fraternity men volunteer to clean up the alley behind 

the kindergarten building and the parking lot.  These 14 young men each gave us three 

hours of community service that the fraternity requires of them.  We are also blessed to 

have Susan Lau volunteer in the five year old class each day.  Volunteers are a vital part 

of our school’s success.   

 

The Weekday Program serves fifty seven families and a total of sixty-five children 

participate in the program each day.  Routinely 15-20 of these children attend the 

Wednesday night children’s youth group activities.  Many of the young families who have 

joined our Church have come to us by way of the weekday program.   The school is a 

Christ centered program and the Christian atmosphere is most visible on Wednesday 

mornings when we gather to worship in the Chapel.  Parents often join us at this joyful time 

to praise God through the Word, music, prayers and stories.  Perrin Tribble, our children’s 

ministry leader, spends time with the children and the staff and we plan children’s events 

together.  Perrin coordinates the chapel teaching and music with Irene Rose.  The Annual 

Kindergarten Sunday Celebration is scheduled for April 24, during the 11:15 service.    The 

church staff and the staff of the weekday program work closely together spread the 

gospel to young children.     

 

Sue Henderson, Director 
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Property Committee 
Committee Members: Patterson Smith, Peter Rupert, Bob Hoffman,  

Jim Kimmett, Spence Roddey, Randy Cook, Pat Mellen 

 

The Second Presbyterian Church’s Property committee may just be the most active 

and rewarding committee of our church family. It is on call daily and must remain 

capable of responding 24/7 to the myriad happenings to our wonderful property that 

we worship our God in. Ably led by Patterson Smith it is composed of persons of 

physical property expertise and carefully managed by all members. Being of good 

Scottish extraction this committee makes the Buffalo scream as we pinch the nickel 

while caring for the safety and comfort of our congregation. This results in an edifice 

that proudly calls out to Charleston the Glory of God and provides a foundation of 

learning for child and adult alike. 

 

In this past year our main thrust was in the difficult and tedious efforts to provide for 

proper climate control for the main Church. Our previous equipment served us well 

from the early 1950s until the last few years. Government mandated changes in 

cooling chemicals and the wear and tear let alone the expense of maintaining this old 

plant came to a head in 2014. Not wishing to rush such an expensive undertaking we 

studied it for one year. Then in stages we replaced the existing plant, its air handling 

and cooling towers and associated equipment to complete the current comfort 

system we are using today. This through carful negotiating and thought was brought in 

by a premium supplier for the miraculously low sum of $68,750.00. As a result we have 

a state of the art plant that will save us money in this expensive world of electrical 

service. 

 

In addition we cared for and further improved our Ashmead parking lot and have 

maintained our beautiful cemetery largely through our Men’s Association providing 

labor and resources. Many challenges face us in the near future but the efforts of this 

committee shall continue to meet these as the come along. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

The Property Committee of the Second Presbyterian Church of Charleston 
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Grounds  

Second Presbyterian Church is pleased with the work of Tony Varner thus far. The 

grounds have seen an improvement in appearance since Tony started working with 

us. 

Most of you have noticed damaged headstones in the graveyard. The grounds 

committee is gathering information about repairing the broken stones.  
 

In addition, more security measures are being looked at to curb future damages. The 

Charleston Police Department has put our property on its regular patrols and is on the 

lookout for any suspicious activity after hours.  

 

Be on the lookout for a spring cleanup date to be determined. It will be added to the 

calendar when appropriate. There are ways for everyone to contribute. If you don’t 
want to do physically demanding work we can accommodate you.  

Also, your input is encouraged. If you would like to get involved in planning some 

improvements to the grounds please call me a call 843-343-9724 or email at 

milnerbrad@hotmail.com.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Brad Miner 
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Children & Youth/Christian Education  
Committee members: Perrin Tribble, Claire Freeman, Katie Kirchoff, Erin Kerr 

 
 

The life of Christian Education at Second Presbyterian has been rolling this year with 

offerings for all members of the congregation! We kicked off the year with 

Homecoming Sunday by celebrating 29 children and youth who made milestone 

transitions in school.  Each Sunday we offer Sunday School for children beginning at 

10:15am and Children’s Church during 11:15 worship. We also have Sunday School for 

preschool children at 10:15 downstairs. The youth have choir beginning at 10am and 

study following. The Mixed Adults class, led by Dingle Howe, continues to work through 

the Present Word curriculum beginning at 10am. Christian Education offerings on 

Wednesday night beginning with dinner and break out groups begin around 6:15. The 

children all join together for fun and meaningful lessons while the Young Families group 

tackles books such as, Hopes and Fears: Everyday Theology for New Parents and Other 

Tired, Anxious People and Anne Lamott”s, Traveling Mercies. The Women’s bible study 

has continued to be a growing and energetic group as they welcome new members 

and continue to pray and study together. A new offering was added this year called 

The Why and took a look at the ideas and traditions behind our Reformed theology. It 

has been a huge help to have the different ministry groups of Second Pres take 

responsibility for the meals on a weekly basis. Many thanks to all the hands who have 

helped prepare meals this year! 

We are continuing to see the weekly Young Adult groups grow in their faith and size on 

both Tuesday and Thursday nights. The young adults meet in different houses in West 

Ashley and Downtown and offer a point of entry into the life of Second Presbyterian. It 

has been very encouraging to see so many young adults who are active in small 

groups serve the church in other ways, whether it is teaching Sunday School, serving 

on the worship planning committee, hospitality or a list of other ministries! Please 

contact Perrin Tribble if you would like to know more about Christian Education at 

Second or if you would like to volunteer in any way! perrin.tribble@2ndpc.org. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Perrin Tribble, Director of Children, Youth & Education                        

                                                                                  

             

mailto:perrin.tribble@2ndpc.org
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The Journey: A Worshiping Community of College Students 

Ministry This Year 

So I have some bad news and some good news. The first round of bad news is this: The Church 

is struggling at the College of Charleston. I’ve been involved in campus ministry in some 

capacity for over nine years in Charleston. In all that time, the combined amount of students 

participating in campus ministries has never been as low as it is now. It’s gotten to the point 

where the Religious Life Council, a group made up of all religious leaders on campus, 

convened a meeting to discern the cause of the rapid decline. As of this year, only two 

campus ministries have even enough students to hold worship gatherings.  

 

Here’s the good news though: The Journey is one of those two ministries. When other campus 

ministries are dwindling or even shutting down, our worshiping community is sustaining itself. 

Even in these times, we’re still seeing new visitors almost every week in worship, both Christians 

and those exploring Christianity. Sometimes it’s not even visitors. The bartender who was 

assigned to our gatherings is a transgender woman who hasn’t been in church for fifteen 

years.  She now participates in worship with us. Grabbing a worship bulletin, hopping over the 

bar to take communion, and even performing a tearful violin solo that she played in her 

church as a child, we continue to see the Holy Spirit show up in surprising ways. 

 

Lastly, our spring break mission trip to Northern Ireland was a great success. It was such a 

powerful experience that students are still discussing it over a month later. 

 Concerns and Goals 

Our central concern within our leadership team is determining a long-term venue for our 

worship gatherings. Our current venue may prove to be too costly to afford in the long run, our 

free church chapel space offered to us has not resonated with the majority of students, and 

reserving a room large enough for our community on the college campus may take years of 

bureaucratic maneuvering. The central concern as the leader has been developing a long-

term sustainable budget where the next director’s salary and package can be supported 

solely by local churches and the presbytery, only requiring s/he to raise approximately $15,000 

in operating support. 

Progress on Goals 

We continue in our central goal of shifting the weight of financial support to local PC(USA) 

churches and the presbytery. We have seen significant gains in this area. At the founding the 

Journey, only five churches were supporting campus missions. Now, sixteen churches are 

contributing to a total of $49,000 in annual support. This figure also reflects increased 

presbytery support. I have identified nine remaining churches in the presbytery that I believe 

are capable and willing of supporting campus missions. Additionally, we are beginning a pilot 

residency for training future collegiate or millennial oriented NWC planters. Sustaining this 

residency, in addition to our original funding goals, is my central mission. Meanwhile, I continue 

to attend seminary at the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary, which has helped to 

deepen the Reformed nature of our worship gatherings.    
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Community Size 

Our community at the College of Charleston continues around 80, with worship attendance 

between 25 and 70. Our community at the Citadel is around 30, with worship attendance 

between 18 and 35 (the Citadel attracts a significant number of College of Charleston 

students).  

How Second Presbyterian Can Pray For Us 

Please keep praying that we find faithful mentors for college students, and that we are able to 

find and equip effective student leaders. This is the backbone of healthy ministry. Additionally, 

please pray for continued success in diversifying our support raising. Second Presbyterian's 

support is crucial, but to for this campus ministry to succeed we must unite the Charleston 

Atlantic Presbytery. 

 

Colin Kerr 

Director of Presbyterian Campus and Young Adult Ministry, The Journey 
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Stewardship 
 

Committee members: Laura Ott, Peter Rupert, Brad Milner, Nathan Senn, Aled 

Pritchard, Anne Bartlett, Halley Mannett, AJ Mannett, Dawn Mears, Edward Freeman, 

Sarah Morton 

 

This year’s stewardship campaign focused on participation and encouraged 

members of our church to become part of the beacon of light that illuminates the 

path towards God.  We began stewardship season on October 12 with a letter to all 

members that asked for a yearly commitment and for our members to participate in 

making the light of Jesus shine as brightly as possible.  For the next 5 Sundays, various 

members shared messages at both the Chapel and 11:15 services about why it is 

important to be a steward of Second Presbyterian Church.  Our Fall newsletter 

included a stewardship message about the importance of participating in the mission 

of the church. During this time the church website was improved dramatically and 

allowed for easier on-line giving.  We concluded the official season with Commitment 

Sunday on November 15th.   

 

The support for the stewardship campaign was positive and encouraging.  Over 56.2% 

of our active members pledged for 2016 and committed $303,250 to the church. There 

is clearly still much work to be done to educate our members and our new 

membership on the importance of giving back to the church and supporting its 

mission to spread the work of God.  The committee was encouraged by the 

enthusiasm of the church family during stewardship season, and it is up to the 

challenge of continuing its work to increase participation in the church. 

 

I have committed to Pastor Darwin and the Session of the church to head up the 

Stewardship Committee again for 2017 in the hope that it can be bigger, better and 

more successful next year.  In addition, the committee hopes to continue the fund-

raising for the church throughout the year.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Laura Ott 
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Men’s Society  
 

“May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us 

eternal encouragement and good hope by grace, encourage your hearts and 

strengthen you in every good work and word” – 2 Thessalonians 2:16 

Reading Paul’s letters, you see a disciple of Christ who was a fervent encourager and 

even when Paul had to be stern in preaching against false teachings in the church, 

you can find a tone of love and not one of anger and is still encouraging towards 

spiritual development in the church. This is the model of Christian fellowship that the 

Men’s Society aims to become a community, no a family, that seeks to love and 

encourage, even when holding each other accountable, the Men of Second in their 

spiritual and personal growth. 

 

One important aspect of building this community has been the opportunities to bond 

over Patterson’s fish stew, while we cut down the Chrismon tree at Dewitt King’s in 

November, to enjoying oyster’s at Bill Read’s this past February. As we grow at Second, 

there will be first impressions and divisions of opinion that arise, which could be harmful 

for the development of relationships in the church, but these opportunities for 

fellowship give people the chance to get to know each other and breakdown some 

these barriers that are erected. I have seen this first hand. 

 

Further, the invitation to new members and guys just church home to attend these 

moments of fellowship leads to these new brothers feeling that they are part of bigger 

family and has the opportunity to develop friendships that will be transformative and 

may never happened had you not ventured out of your comfort zone to extend the 

invitation.  

 

To be of service to the Men of Second as Moderator, is a great joy, but also a great 

burden as we seek to build something beautiful and unique at Second. So the Men of 

Second I look forward to working with each of you to build upon this past year for this 

new year and will serve as a testament to our love of Christ and each other. 

 

Many Blessings in Christ, 

David McClure 
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Sister's in Serenity 
 

We, the ladies of Sister's in Serenity are so happy to have found a new home for our 

weekly AA meeting. So far, everything is working out perfectly. The ladies love having 

such a lovely room to meet in & feel good about being able to share private issues 

with the group because the room is out of the way & quite private. I also love showing 

them around & talking about how Second Presbyterian has played a roll in David's 

family & now mine as well.  It has been such a blessing to be able to continue this 

meeting, now in our 25th year, at 2nd Pres!   
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carrie King 
 

Young  Life 

We are more grateful for the office space here at 2nd Presbyterian than we could ever 

communicate.  2015 was a great year for us in the mission of Young Life.  Our mission has 

expanded into now serving 9 local high schools and 2 local middle schools around the 

Charleston area.  We have faithful volunteer leaders that go and build relationships with 

kids who are lost or disinterested with Christ.  The vast majority of those leaders are 

College of Charleston students, so having our office so close is a huge blessing.  We had 

8 leadership meetings in the spring of 2015 and another 8 this fall here at the 

church.  This is a time where we can encourage, train, and pour into these leaders who 

are giving their life away.  Because of their work in the summer of 2015 we took 200 high 

school kids to YL summer camp in Georgia, and another 60 middle school to summer 

camp in Florida.  At both of these multiple kids camp to know Christ and we saw major 

life change.  We also used the church for our fall All Area Club meeting for high 

school.  It was a fun way to start off the school year by having the momentum of all of 

our schools together.  We also used the kitchen to bake our 2015 Christmas thank you to 

our top donors.  It was an all day affair to bake and then box up everything and to have 

2 ovens and the space was a huge gift.    

               

Photo from our Leader Weekend getaway.  These 60ish leaders thank you for opening 

your space to our mission, and helping us to reach more kids for Christ.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 Neil Gardner   
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Low country Pastoral Counseling Center 

One of the local outreach missions of Second Presbyterian Church is a collaborative 

relationship with Low country Pastoral Counseling Center (LPCC).  LPCC is a non-profit, 

faith-based counseling practice which serves the Charleston area at six locations—

including an office on our campus.  All LPCC staff members are licensed therapists 

who are also trained to integrate clients’ religious beliefs into the counseling process.  

 

Because of the support of congregations like Second Presbyterian, LPCC is able to 

provide counseling to several thousand clients a year, including those normally unable 

to afford therapy. Reeves Howard, MA, LPC, LPCS, is the counselor who currently 

serves at the LPCC office at Second Presbyterian. 

 

Reeves has been in the helping profession since 2005.  Her education, experience, 

and empathy provide her clients with a safe place to work through difficult 

situations.  Using a client-empowerment and cognitive behavioral approach, Reeves 

helps clients coping with trauma, anxiety, complicated family systems issues, prenatal 

counseling, and a variety of other presenting concerns. Reeves finds it vital to 

incorporate a person's spiritual beliefs in his/her path to healing. 

 

 In addition to providing counseling for individuals, couples, families, children, and 

addictions, LPCC staff members are available to present workshops on counseling-

related topics.  For more information or to make an appointment, contact Tracy 

Grantham, Director of Clinical Services at 795-0238 or visit the LPCC website 

at www.lowcountrypastoral.org. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

E. Reeves Howard, MA, LPC, LPCS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tel:795-0238
http://www.lowcountrypastoral.org/
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Baptisms 

Ciara Grace Fitzharris -3.19.2015 

 Sean Michael Fitzharris - 3.19.2015 

Matthew Richert - 3.22.15 
 

Zachariah K Wallace-Wright 4.19.15 

Miles Bethea Chandler - May 10, 2015 

Caleigh Ezra Mosny -5.31.15 

Michael Wilson Ott -5.24.15 

Ava Elizabeth Ott - 5.24.15 

Alex Alapha Bartlett - 6.21.15 

Henley Tyndall Floyd - 8.16.15 

Townes Daniel James -10.11.15 

Lachlan Reid Pritchard - 11.15.15 

Blair Elizabeth Pritchard - 11.15.15 

Penelope James Pritchard -11.15.15 

Courtney Parades Plotner - 12.13.15 

Judson Gibbons Plotner - 12.13.15 
 

         

 

           Confirmands 

 Zach Wallace-Wright, Anna Legare Albright, Meg McElwaine, Nick Roddey 
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Diaconate Report 

The Board of Deacons is a congregational care board ministering to our members 

with care and compassion during times of need or distress. 

The Board functions as several different committees: 

Care Team 

This year our Care Team, under the leadership of Ani Lees, has followed carefully all 

members who were sick or in need of a home or hospital visit. During time of illness, 

or the death of a family member, our care team has been there with a loving 

touch on a moment’s notice. Deacons have made numerous home visits, and 

worked with Elders to  help provide home Communion for our members when they 

couldn’t come to church. 
 

Communications 

Each Deacon has been assigned members of the congregation whom they are 

responsible for as a primary point of contact.  They will represent the pastor in the 

event the member needs deacon care.  
 

General Congregational and Church Care 

Last June, after the church shooting at Emanuel AME, the deacons helped 

organize our church’s response by providing personnel to greet and help take care 

of the needs of our guests. We were present when our church held services for our 

friends at Mother Emanuel during their time of need.  

Deacons provided help during graveyard and grounds clean up during the Spring 

and Fall. 
 

Culinary-Hospitality 

The deacons helped Cathy Hinson, who organized events, memorials and funeral 

receptions.  Deacons served faithfully during both weekends of our Tea Room. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Hinson 

Moderator 
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Session, Elders, & Deacons  

Annual Report of the Clerk 
Annual Meeting of the Congregation of Second Presbyterian Church 

And of the Nonprofit Corporation 

The Second Presbyterian Church of the City and Suburbs of Charleston 

Sunday, April 17, 2016 

 

Quorum established (not less than 10% of members) 

 2015 End of Year Congregational Statistics 

Membership:  293 

New Members: 34 

Certificate Transfer Losses:  8 

Deaths:  8 

Baptisms: 13 (11 Children, 2 Adult) 

Confirmations:  4 

Weddings:  2* 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, by Marion Mitchell, 

Clerk of Session 
 
 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Session Elders 
Class of 2017 

Randy Cook, Claire Freeman,  

Jim Kimmett, Peter Rupert 

Class of 2018 

 Sue Henderson, Brad Milner,  

Marion Mitchell, David Savard 

Class of 2019 

AJ Manett, Jerald Hucks,  

Debra Gammons 

 

 

                       Diaconate 
Class of 2017 

Sara Gouldon, David King,  

Class of 2018 

Ruth Carr, Allyson Carrington,  

Meredith Mosny, Ani Lees 

Class of 2019 

Cathy Lipp, Susan Lovell, 

 Dolly Hamlin, David McClure 
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Class of 2019 - Slate of Nominees 

Elders: Randy Cook, Debra Gammons, Sue Henderson, Jerald Hucks,  

AJ Manett, David Savard,  

Deacons: Dolly Hamlin, Cathy Lipp, Susan Lovell, David McClure 

Nominating Team: Elizabeth McNulty, Waring Howe, Erin Kerr, James Hackett 
 

ELDERS 

 
 

Randy Cook  was a member of Second during the 80s and early 90s, 

then after 15 years in Greenville came back to Second in 2008.  Church 

work has included one term on the Vestry at St Francis Episcopal in 

Greenville, where he also served as Junior Warden (building/property  

    work).  He has also served one term on the session here at Second.   He 

    has worked on various committees over the years including two years  

    as chair of nominating, and currently serves on several committees   

    and sings in the choir. 
 

    Debra Gammons is an attorney and a professor at the Charleston 

School of Law.  She received her Bachelor of Arts Degree from the 

College of Charleston with a major in English.  She received her Juris 

Doctor from the University of South Carolina School of Law.  Debra is 

married to Brian L. McQueen, a certified commercial pilot and certified 

flight instructor.  They have a daughter, Bronwen.   Bronwen has two  

             beautiful children, Nouria and Colin. Debra enjoys reading, running,   

                 writing fiction, and non-fiction, biking, fishing, and dancing. 

 

Sue Henderson is Director of Second Pres Kindergarten and an active 

member of the Church. Sue’s faith is her guide in her work, family life 

and personal relationships. She organizes the church Flower Guild, 

assuring that the sanctuary is adorned every Sunday and participates 

in the  Women’s Bible Study group.  

 

 

Jerald Hucks  
 

South Carolina native, Jerald was born in Easley and grew up in Due 

West. He received his B.B.A. in Marketing from the University of West 

Georgia, where he earned a tennis scholarship after walking on the 

team. Jerald and his family moved to Charleston in 2013 when he 

became the Director of Rental Operations for Akers Ellis. He and his   

 wife Leslie were married at Second Presbyterian. Jerald enjoys golf, 

 tennis, and family time with his wife, two young sons, and dog. 

 

 

http://www.akersellis.com/bio/Leslie-Hucks/74023/
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AJ Manett has attended Second Presbyterian since moving to 

Charleston in 2009, and joined in 2011. He and his wife, Halley, were 

married at Second in 2012, and reside with their two dogs in West 

Ashley.  AJ was a “founding” member of the West Ashley Life Group 

       in 2010, a group that continues to flourish today. Born and raised in  

       rural Northwest Ohio, he grew up attending Wesley United Methodist  

      Church. After high school, AJ attended Washington and Lee    

      University prior to returning to Ohio for medical school at the University 

      of Toledo. His residency in psychiatry and subsequent addiction   

      psychiatry fellowship were both completed at MUSC. AJ currently   

      works at Charleston-Dorchester Mental Health Center, but will be   

      starting a new position as an Assistant Professor of Psychiatry at MUSC  

      in July. His hobbies include playing basketball, grilling/cooking, and  

      watching/talking sports. 

  

David Savard and his family have been active members of Second 

Church, for three generations.  David’s passion for helping others was 

kindled by childhood visits to his family home in Charleston, where his 

grandfather would bring donations of outgrown clothing to those in 

need in the community.  Fortunate to support charitable education- 

and arts- focused organizations since college,   David is grateful for his  

    gifts from God and his ability to give back in support of local and world 

    missions.  David returned home upon  retirement after 32 years with   

    Westinghouse Electric and Eaton Corporation.  In addition to part-time  

    management consulting, David  stays active supporting The Spoleto  

    Festival, Charleston Symphony and missions activities at Second. He   

    likes tennis, aerobic training, lifting weights, and cooking. 
 

 

DEACONS 
 

      Dolly Hamlin (Dolly) is married to Terry Hamlin and lives in Huger.  She      

    graduated summa cum laude from King College in Bristol, Tennessee,   

    where she majored in English literature.  Originally a  high school English  

    teacher, Dolly retired in July 2012 after twenty-nine years as a paralegal in  

    public finance and later in construction litigation. A  few of her activities  

    include participating in several book clubs and belonging to the Hat   

    Ladies of Charleston who are known for their volunteer charitable projects.  
 

 

Susan Lovell is a former Elementary Guidance Counselor who is now 

retired  & part-time for Carroll School Services.  In her spare time, she 

enjoys reading, walking and acting in local theater.  She is honored to be 

serving as Deacon for Second Presbyterian, a post formerly held by her 

late husband, Charlie Watts. 
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Cathy Cooper Lipp is originally from Richmond, Virginia and a graduate 

of the College of Charleston. Cathy is married to James Lipp and has two 

boys, Elliot (8) & Wyatt (6). A former collegiate sailor and outdoor 

aficionado, Cathy promotes health and fitness through teaching yoga, 

spinning at Eco Fitness & Blue Turtle Yoga. Cathy loves being active with 

her friends and family and tries to slow down to read, cook, and relax.   

 

David McClure is a life-long member of Second Presbyterian, a Furman 

graduate and Programs Specialist at Water Mission.  David serves on    

various committees, member of of Nominating Committee and 

Moderator of the Men's Society. 
  

NOMINATING TEAM 
 

Erin Kerr was born in Memphis, Tennessee, graduated from the College of 

Charleston, married to Douglas and has two children, Grace and               

Sam. Erin is SPK's Assistant Kindergarten Director, loves to cook, travel, run 

and spend time with family and friends. 
 
 

James Hackett is a native of Charleston, raised in West Ashley. Married to 

the former Ann McDonald in 2001.  Was privileged to attend Second 

Church with Ann and her family, John and Barbara McDonald.  Their 

daughter, Mary enjoys active participation in the Youth Group.  The 

Hackett family supports the important work of Second Presbyterian  in 

reaching out to the community through The Journey Ministry, led by Colin 

     Kerr.   

 

Liz Wadsworth McNulty is originally from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Liz is a 

graduate of Furman University and the MUSC.  Liz is married to Patrick 

McNulty and has two children, Eva (7) and  Alexander(5). A Speech 

Pathologist at MUSC and other local hospitals for over 10 years, Liz now is 

attracted to the preventative /holistic side of wellness and is a license      

      Bowen work practitioner. In her free time, Liz enjoys all things     

              outdoors traveling, yoga, reading, and being with her friends and family. 

    Waring Howe is a lifelong member of Second Presbyterian. He    

    is an attorney and has previously served as an elder. He has two    

    children,  Natalie and Waring III, and currently lives in Mt. Pleasant. 

 

 
              

2016 OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION 

Spence Roddy, President 

Patterson Smith, Vice President 

Peggy Hay, Secretary 
 

Nominated to be elected to the 2017 term 

 


